Accordingly they found the highest and greatest achieve-ments of man in that poetry in which individuals or nations had not   followed hard-and-fast rules, but solely the inspiration  of  genius;   among  the Greeks  it was Homer; among the Scots, the Celtic bard Ossian; among the English ^Shakespeare;  it was, furthermore, found in the Bible and in folk-song.    In this way the young generation sought to gain at least an inner freedom, and obtain the rights of every individual to natural development and freedom of movement, at least in the realm of the spirit.    Outwardly the state and society put shackles upon their hands and feet, put wigs upon their heads, daubed their faces with paint or dusted them with powder, and checked the free movement   of  their bodies by ornamental cuffs and frills.    A young   generation with  such  strong,   passionate  feelings needed sympathetic souls to whom they could unburden their hearts; hence there developed in Germany such a cult of friendship as was never known.   A young generation with the consciousness of such power and sovereignty had need of action.     But as either nothing was being done in the sleepy,   monotonous   burgher  life  of  the  fatherland,   or everything that was done descended upon the masses of the   governed like rain and snow; and as there was no effective means of bringing about any change of conditions, all their  craving for activity sought an outlet in poetry, and here action, passionate, stormy action, was everywhere demanded.    Finally, it was evident that the existing language was no longer an adequate channel for the new and overwhelming flood of feeling.    Not the well-ordered flow of  speech,  only an impassioned stammering, an ecstatic babbling, was capable of uttering the inner Storm and Stress.
This is approximately the intellectual condition, these are in the main the views, the aims, and manifestations which came to the front in Germany, with the force of a genuine revolution, in the seventh and eighth decades of the eighteenth century, and from which, in spite of all excesses inestimable blessing accrued to the intellectual Me, and
an